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SLOVENIA, MY HOMELAND
[bookmark: _Hlk502665303][bookmark: _Hlk536637483]Task 1 – Read the article and complete the gaps with the words from the box:

             independent      Slavs      second    west     north   northern     south   east    
            Karst    region     gateway      Adriatic      achievements      pharmaceutical     
            valley     destination      centre     plain       Alps      port      national    lakes

REGIONAL DIVERSITY OF SLOVENIA

(Adapted from: http://www.slovenia.si/visit/diversitiy.)
Slovenia lies at the heart of Europe, at the crossroads of the [1] ________________, the Mediterranean, the Pannonian [2] __________________, and the Dinaric Mountain Range. To the [3] __________________ it borders to Austria; Hungary is to the [4] _______________; Croatia to the [5] ________________ and Italy to the [6] _______________.
[bookmark: _Hlk201233][bookmark: _Hlk201270]Slovenia is a young state from the global perspective, yet its history dates as far back as the 6th century AD, when the [7] ________________ migrated from the Carpathians to Slovenia’s present territory. Today Slovenia is an [8] ________________ republic and a member of the European Union. It has a population of 2 million people.
[bookmark: _Hlk201328][bookmark: _Hlk201617]Through the centuries, the Slovenian regions have developed various forms of economic activity, ways of life and cultural creativity. Murska Sobota represents the important Slovenian [9] _______________ to the great Pannonian Plain. Slovenj Gradec is the most important town in the very [10] ____________ region of Slovenia. Maribor, the [11] _____________ largest city, lies between wine-growing hills and the forested slopes of the Pohorje Mountains. The town of Kranj represents the region with the longest tradition in tourism. Ljubljana is the largest city, the political, cultural, administrative, educational, and economic [12] ________________ in Slovenia. It lies in the central part of Slovenia. The centre of the inner [13] _______________ of Slovenia is Postojna, which developed on the ancient route towards Trieste. In the hilly and varied countryside lies Novo mesto with the [14] _______________ company Krka. Nova Gorica lies in the area of Goriška brda, a hilly and green land. Koper has become a very important [15] ______________ and university town. The highest mountain is called Triglav – the name meaning "three-heads" – and it is 2864 m high. The mountain is a true [16] ____________ symbol, featured on the national coat of arms and the flag.
[bookmark: _Hlk203642]Slovenia makes a great tourist [17] _______________. You can ski in the morning and surrender yourself to the luxury of the [18] __________________ Sea in the afternoon. What separates Slovenia from other tourist destinations is the pristine countryside at the crossroads of diverse scenery. Its different regions offer huge contrasts in scenery and surroundings – from the majesty of the Alps to the beauty of the [19] ____________ of Bled and Bohinj – from the dramatic [20] _____________ of the dazzlingly blue Soča River to the quaint coastal villages of the [21] _____________ region.
Slovenia may be small in size, but the [22] _________________ of its people are great in all sorts of areas: including sports, science, culture, and innovation.
Task 2 – Read the description of the Slovenian national flag and fill in the missing information.[image: ]

THE SLOVENIAN FLAG                
The Slovenian flag consists of three horizontal stripes in [1] ________________ (top), [2] _______________, and [3] _________________ colour. On the left side of the flag, on the border between the [4] _________________and the [5] _______________ stripe, is the Slovenian [6] ___________   ______  _________. The coat of arms is a [7] _________________ with the image of [8] ________________, Slovenia's highest peak, in white against a blue background at the centre; beneath it are two wavy blue [9] __________________ representing the [10] ______________   ________ and [11] ___________   ___________, and above it there are three six-pointed golden [12] ______________ arranged in an inverted [13] ____________________ which are taken from the coat of arms of the [14] ____________________ of Celje.

Task 3 – Read the translation of the Slovenian national anthem and answer the questions.
God's blessing on all nations,
Who long and work for that bright day,
When o'er earth's habitations
No war, no strife shall hold its sway;
Who long to see
That all men free
No more shall foes, but neighbours be.
 
                                                                              (Translated by Janko Lavrin.)

a) The Slovenian national anthem is the 7th stanza of which poem?
_________________________________________________________________
b) What is the message of the poem?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) Who is the author of the poem and what is his legacy in Slovenian culture?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 4 – Speaking skills 
Describe and compare the following logos. Which one do you like the most? In your opinion, for what purposes was each of them designed?
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                                                                                                                             (Source: https://www.slovenia.info)
[bookmark: _Hlk502670226][bookmark: _Hlk1492773]

Task 5 – Listening comprehension 
Listen to the following descriptions of Slovenia through the eyes of foreign travellers. In your opinion, which one is the best promotion for our country? Which video is the least appropriate? Have you learnt anything new about our homeland from these videoclips? Did the travellers say anything strange about Slovenia you cannot agree with? 
1) [bookmark: _Hlk502670859]The best of Slovenia: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8DlXa_933Y
2) 10 SECRET Best Places of SLOVENIA: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUxLIFAzwUs
3) 5 Reasons to Visit Slovenia: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4eTlCvwjkc
TASK 6 – WORD FORMATION: Complete the following article with the correct form of the words in brackets.
What will you remember about Slovenia?
(Adapted from: https://www.slovenia.info.)
Whoever experiences Slovenia will never forget it. You will remember Slovenia not only for its [1] _______________ (SPECTACLE) Postojna Cave, [2] _____________ (PICTURE) Lake Bled, the beautiful white horses of Lipica, the lush vineyards, and the very special experience of its primeval forests and other interesting natural [3] ____________________ (ATTRACT) but also for the [4] ________________ (HOSPITABLE) and friendliness of its people.
Slovenia’s two million people speak Slovene, which in addition to singular and plural has the special grammatical number dual, a [5] _______________ (RARE) among world languages. The [6] __________________ (MAJOR) of people know at least one second language and will be able to talk to you in English, German, Italian …
Although well into the first half of this century the majority of the Slovenia’s population was [7]  _____________ (DISTINCT) rural, the Slovene Academy of Science and Arts has its roots in the 17th century and the Slovene Philharmonic is one of the oldest in Europe. [8] ________________ (HONOUR) members Franz Joseph Haydn and Ludwig van Beethoven prove its [9] ______________ (IMPORTANT). The former monastery pharmacy in Olimje decorated with [10] ___________________ (REMARK) frescoes of the greatest medical figures from [11] __________________ (ANTIQUE) and pharmaceutical motifs ranks among the oldest in Europe.
Beekeeping has been an [12] _______________ (OCCUPY) in Slovenia for more than 600 years. Beehive panels decorated with religious, [13] _________________ (HISTORY), and most frequently, humorous folk paintings are a special feature of original Slovene beekeeping.
The kozolec, a rack for drying hay and other field crops, is scattered across Slovenia. The Slovene double kozolec or toplar is a unique structure that draws attention with its original [14] ___________________ (CONSTRUCT). Although they were depicted for the first time in the 17th century, their origin is much older.
Many Mardi Gras costumes are also original in Slovenia. The Kurent from Ptuj is not just a Mardi Gras figure dressed in sheep and rabbit skin with a long leather nose and tongue, cow horns, cow bells, and a club covered with hedgehog skin but also a [15] ________________ (CREATE) from Slovene mythology. Elsewhere around Slovenia the Mardi Gras heritage of past periods is alive as well.
Slovenia knows how to charm visitors with its [16] ________________ (ORIGINAL) and beauty. If you experience it, you won’t forget it.


TASK 7 – WRITING AN ARTICLE
Imagine you are participating a language course in Oxford. The organizers have just asked the participants to write an article about the country they come from. The articles will be published in the local newspaper.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In your article of about 180–220 words introduce your homeland, mention at least five natural wonders of Slovenia and describe some of the most attractive tourist destinations.
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