POLITICS
Task 1 – Reading comprehension
Study the vocabulary using a dictionary to help you first, then read the text and answer the questions.
a) Match the nouns with their definitions.
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I. 
II. deadlock
III. fatigue
IV. margin
V. setback
VI. scrutiny
VII. netherworld
VIII. loophole
IX. crosscurrent
X. deregulation
XI. contour

1. a small mistake which allows people to do something that would otherwise be illegal ____
2. the world of the dead and inactivity ____
3. the outer edges of something; the outline of its shape or form ____
4. a feeling of being extremely tired, usually because of hard work or exercise ____
5. a set of beliefs or ideas that are different from others, especially from those that most people hold ____
6. the amount of time, or number of votes, etc. by which somebody wins ____
7. careful and thorough examination ____
8. the process of making a trade, business activity, etc. free from rules and controls ____
9. a complete failure to reach agreement or settle an argument ____
10.  a difficulty or problem that delays or prevents something, or makes a situation worse ____

b) Match the verbs with their definitions.

I. 
II. to purge
III. to balk
IV. to waver
V. to ratify
VI. to endorse
VII. to avert
VIII. to thwart
IX. to attest
X. to encapsulate
XI. 
 
1. to prevent somebody from doing what they want to do ____
2. to hesitate and be unable to make a decision or choice ____
3. to state that you believe that something is true or genuine ____
4. to stop, as if at an obstacle ____
5. to make an agreement officially valid by voting for or signing it ____
6. to prevent something bad or dangerous from happening ____
7. to express the most important parts of something in a few words, a small space or a single object ____
8. to remove people from an organization, often violently, because their opinions or activities are unacceptable to the people in power ____
9. to say publicly that you support a person, statement or course of action ___

c) Match the adjectives with their definitions.

I. 
II. profound
III. conceivable
IV. rotten
V. preliminary

1. very great; felt or experienced very strongly ____
2. happening before a more important action or event ____
3. morally, socially or politically corrupt; extremely unpleasant ____
4. that you can imagine or believe ____

d) Match the phrases to their meanings.

I. 
II. a string of defeats
III. to pave the way for something
IV. to do down
V. be wearied of something
VI. to torpedo something
VII. strong-arm tactics

1. to make other things possible _____
2. to deliberately prevent negotiations or plans from being completed or from being successful ____
3. one defeat after another ____
4. to be very tired of something ____
5. to criticize to make somebody lose respect ____
6. trying to get your way using force ____

e) Read the text and answer the questions.

BORIS JOHNSON LOSES A CRITICAL BREXIT VOTE, THROWING THE PROCESS INTO DISARRAY 						                       (Adapted from The New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/world/brexit-vote-boris-johnson.html, Oct. 22, 2019.)
Lawmakers voted down a measure to compress the timetable to debate the new withdrawal deal, in a rebuke to the prime minister.
LONDON — Prime Minister Boris Johnson suffered a damaging setback Tuesday in his quest to take Britain out of the European Union, losing a critical vote in Parliament and putting his plans for Brexit on hold as Britain’s three-year struggle to resolve the issue continued to defy any solution.
Mr. Johnson’s latest defeat came only 15 minutes after his first victory in Parliament. Lawmakers granted preliminary approval to the withdrawal deal he struck with the European Union last week, a major step toward achieving the prime minister’s goal of Brexit and one that broke a string of defeats for him. But the lawmakers refused in a crucial follow-up vote to put legislation enacting Britain’s departure on a fast track to passage, which could have enabled Mr. Johnson to meet his deadline of leaving the European Union by Oct. 31.
By blocking Mr. Johnson, Parliament has thrown the whole process into a legislative netherworld that could mean months of further delays to a process that the nation has long since wearied of and just wants to see end.
It is entirely conceivable that Mr. Johnson’s deal will kick around Parliament for weeks, potentially becoming encumbered with amendments that either Mr. Johnson or the European Union would reject as unacceptable. The best option then, analysts said, would be to give the voters a chance to make themselves heard in a general election. The back-to-back votes captured the one-step-forward, one-step-back nature of the Brexit saga. While lawmakers endorsed the contours of Mr. Johnson’s plan — something they had never done for his predecessor, Theresa May — they balked at being stampeded into passing the necessary legislation in three days.
The European Union will now have to decide how long an extension to grant Britain. Mr. Johnson said after the votes that he would “pause” the legislation and call European leaders to deliver the message that Britain was not interested in another extension.
Earlier on Tuesday, he said that if the deadlock slipped into next year, he would rather pull the bill altogether and face the voters, calculating that he could still win a popular mandate for a swift Brexit. But if the European Union offers only a short-term extension of a few weeks, Mr. Johnson might well continue battling for passage of his Brexit blueprint, betting that the pressure would increase on Parliament to pass a deal that its members had already shown support for in principle.
Some critics noted that the legislation — which runs to 435 pages, including annexes, and would have profound consequences for the future of the country — was going to have less time for scrutiny in the House of Commons than a recent bill prohibiting the use of wild animals in traveling circuses.
On a day that encapsulated both the high drama and recurring gridlock of the Brexit debate, Mr. Johnson tried to put a good face on the split decision, noting it was the first time a Brexit agreement won a Parliamentary vote.
“How welcome it is, even joyful, that for the first time in this long saga, this House has actually accepted its responsibilities together, come together, and embraced a deal,” Mr. Johnson said. But he expressed dismay that lawmakers “voted for delay” and said the government would accelerate its preparations to leave the European Union without any deal. “One way or the other,” Mr. Johnson insisted, Britain will leave Europe with “this deal, to which this House has given its assent.”
Earlier in the day, Mr. Johnson said that if his government was thwarted by Parliament, he would pull the legislation and demand an election. “I will argue at that election, ‘Let’s get Brexit done,’” he said. Whether Mr. Johnson is serious about shelving his own deal — or was simply using it as a threat to pressure wavering lawmakers — was open to interpretation. On Tuesday evening, officials suggested he was keeping his options open.
But it made for another day of political theater in the House of Commons, where lawmakers rose one after another to condemn the government’s strong-arm tactics or to plead for an end to the endless frustration of Brexit.
“The devil is in the detail,” said the leader of the Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, “and having seen the detail it confirms everything we thought about this rotten deal: a charter for deregulation across the board, paving the way for a Trump-style trade deal that will attack jobs, rights and protections.”
Labour lawmakers promised to push for a series of amendments to the deal that could act as a kind of poison pill — demanding that there be a second referendum on whether to leave the European Union or putting all of the United Kingdom into the European Union’s customs union. A provision like that helped torpedo Mrs. May’s withdrawal agreement with Brussels earlier this year. “We will seek a very clear commitment to a customs union, a strong single market relationship, hard-wired commitments on workers’ rights, non-regression of environmental standards and loopholes closed to avoid the threat of a no-deal Brexit once and for all,” Mr. Corbyn said after the votes.
Former allies of Mr. Johnson complained about the government’s pressure tactics. Waving a doorstop-size bound copy of the bill, Rory Stewart, a member of the Conservative Party who was purged by Mr. Johnson after breaking with him on a no-deal Brexit, said, “This is a hell of a big document.”
“We cannot pretend” that this is enough time to scrutinize the bill, Mr. Stewart said. “This is our Parliament. We cannot do down our Parliament.”
The negative vote on the legislation leaves the European Union with a difficult decision because it is almost impossible for Mr. Johnson’s Brexit deal to be ratified by Oct. 31, the next deadline.
On Saturday, Mr. Johnson was forced to request a new delay to Brexit, until Jan. 31, but it is up to the leaders of the bloc to decide unanimously on whether — and for how long — to delay Brexit again. European leaders share Britain’s fatigue with the process and want Mr. Johnson’s deal to go through. On Tuesday in Brussels, the outgoing president of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, declared that Brexit had been a “waste of time and energy.”
But they also want to avert any risk of Britain leaving without any agreement, because that would hurt some fragile economies in mainland Europe, albeit not as hard as Britain’s. After the vote in Parliament Tuesday, Donald Tusk, the president of the European Council, tweeted that he would recommend granting the British request for an extension “in order to avoid a no-deal Brexit.”
Giving Britain a deadline of a few weeks, until mid-November, would put pressure on Parliament to ratify the Brexit deal, but it would be high risk. If lawmakers were unable to agree on the plan, Mr. Johnson would be under no obligation to request a further delay, and a “no deal” Brexit could result.
So European leaders might recycle a tactic they have used before and make Mr. Johnson a conditional offer: Allow Parliament a little more time if the deal can be ratified — potentially getting Britain out of the bloc quickly — but keep open the possibility of a longer delay if that proves impossible.
When Parliament rejected Mrs. May’s deal for a third time, Mrs. May requested an extension until June 30. But European leaders offered something different — a delay until June 1 if the British did not take part in elections for the European Parliament, or until Oct. 31 if they did. Mrs. May took the second option.
In the current circumstances, a delay until Jan. 31 could allow time for a general election, though Britain would almost certainly need a longer extension to hold a second referendum on Brexit. The difficulty for the European Union is that Parliament has so far agreed to neither of those options. The fierce maneuvering in the hours leading up to the votes attested to the complex political crosscurrents of the Brexit debate, more than three years after Britons voted to leave the European Union.
Mr. Johnson lined up support for the first vote on the deal from a handful of members of the Labour Party, which, along with a solid showing by his fellow Conservatives, gave him an unexpectedly healthy margin of 329 to 299.  Yet he lost support from Mr. Stewart and other exiled members of the Conservative Party on the timing of the legislation. That, along with a rejection by Labour members and the Democratic Unionist Party, left him with a losing margin of 308 to 322 for securing final approval of the bill by Thursday.

1. What is Prime Minister (PM) Johnson's main objective? __________________ 
      ________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would be the best course of action if negotiations fail again? 
     _________________________________________________________________ 
     _________________________________________________________________

3. What will PM Johnson do if the negotiations are not concluded by year's end?
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

4. How did PM Johnson react to the voting tie? __________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________  
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

5. What are some worries that Members of Parliament have about the deal? (List two.) __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

6. Does Britain want a clean cut from the European Union? _________________  
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
      
7. Are British politicians in agreement about Brexit? _______________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Who did not vote for PM Johnson's deal? _____________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Task 2 – Speaking 
Talk about the topic below with your teacher. Take a few minutes to think about it first.
· Why do people still believe in politicians? 
· Is democracy really so much better than tyranny? 
· Do you vote regularly? Why yes/no?
· Is voting an important responsibility of a citizen?

Task 3 – Listening comprehension
Listen to the video clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu8xZiqW3yg
and answer the questions.

1. What is another name for the US Senate? ____________________________

2. Why are there two Senators per state? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

3. Can the Vice-President vote regularly in the Senate? ____________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________

4. How long may a Senator speak and hold the Floor? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________

5. What is the number of Representatives per state in the Lower House?
______________________________________________________________

6. How many Presidents have been impeached so far? ____________________

7. Which distinctive power does the Lower House hold? ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________

Task 4 – Writing
Write an article for your local paper about Slovenia exiting the European Union. Pick one of the titles. Write about 150–180 words.
· SLOVENIA SHOULD EXIT THE EUROPEAN UNION
· SLOVENIA SHOULD NOT EXIT THE EUROPEAN UNION
________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________
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