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ANGLEŠČINA



FAMILY
Task 1 – Reading comprehension

Study the vocabulary using a dictionary to help you first (tasks a) and b)), then read the text and complete it with the missing parts of sentences (task c)).
a) Match the words with their definitions.
I. grifter

II. anxiety-ridden

III. unsettling

IV. exploitative

V. expatriate

VI. morbidly

VII. whim

VIII. thicket of things
IX. bachelor

X. quest

XI. wayward

XII. glean

XIII. pursuit

XIV. quirk

XV. impoverished

XVI. exemption

XVII. hurdle

XVIII. prompt

XIX. wry

XX. chuckle

1. to obtain information, knowledge, etc., sometimes with difficulty and often from various different places = _________________
2. making you feel upset, nervous or worried = _________________
3. amusing in a way that shows irony = _________________
4. a large number of things that are not easy to understand or separate = _________________
5. official permission not to do something or pay something = _________________
6. a sudden wish to do or have something, especially when it is something unusual or unnecessary = _________________
7. person who tricks people into giving them money, etc. = _________________
8. an aspect of somebody’s personality or behaviour that is a little strange = _________________
9. very poor; without money = _________________
10.  living in a country that is not your own = _________________
11.  showing a strong interest in sad or unpleasant things, especially disease or death = _________________
12.  a long search for something, especially for some quality such as happiness = _________________
13.  an act of laughing quietly = _________________
14.  difficult to control = _________________
15.  filled with worry or concerns = _________________
16.  an obstacle = _________________
17.  a man who has never been married = _________________
18.  treating somebody unfairly in order to gain an advantage or to make money = _________________
19.  done without delay = _________________
20.  the act of following or chasing somebody = _________________
b) Match the phrases to their meanings.
I. looking for a big score

II. keep something afloat
III. the finer things in life

IV. a wild ride

V. to bill yourself as something
VI. to hear something through the grapevine

1. to advertise or describe something in a particular way = ____________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
2. to try to be very successful = _________________________________________
3. to hear or learn of something through an informal means of communication, especially gossip = _________________________________________________
4. the things that you personally value and appreciate = ______________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
5. an exciting trip or adventure = _________________________________________
6. earn enough money to support = ______________________________________
c) Eight parts of sentences have been removed from the text below. Read the text and fill in the gaps. There is one part extra you do not need to use.
A   if they work in the medical profession or are professors
B   single expatriate women don’t have that right
C   a fellow journalist who covers Afghanistan
D   leaving dependents without access to any money
E   to seek my exemption to the immigration law from a special office
F   loving my husband as much as I do

G   We routinely fought with his former employer
H   because of the country’s conservative view of gender relations
I   Not a single waiter asks for a liquor license

CAN A WOMAN HEAD A HOUSEHOLD IN DUBAI? OUR REPORTER VENTURES TO FIND OUT
(Adapted from: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/21/world/middleeast/dubai-immigration-residency-sponsorship.html, The New York Times.)
DUBAI – Grifters looking for a big score. Laborers keeping their families back home afloat. Middle-class couples seeking to raise their children free from the Mideast’s war zones. Dubai, with its Bright Lights, Big City aura, and the six other city states that make up the United Arab Emirates, attract millions of job seekers each year. I am one of them.

As the Baghdad bureau chief for The New York Times, my work life takes place in Iraq, where I travel frequently. But my family life is in Dubai, where my husband, [1] ___, and I can enjoy the finer things in life like reliable electricity, supermarkets, multiplexes and beach walks. To reside here, however, foreigners need a sponsor, either their employer or a family. And for me, as a woman, that was a problem – and a challenge.

In many ways, life in Dubai for women, whether married or single, is liberating compared with other countries in the region. Here we can drive, own property, play sports and walk home at night in safety. But for foreign women, the sponsorship system can make daily life anxiety-ridden [2] ___.

According to immigration law, the person who wears the pants in the family is the husband. And so husbands must sponsor their wives, who are, by and large, legal dependents. The imbalance of power can be emotionally unsettling and exploitative.

By law, a husband, as a woman’s sponsor, must agree to any job offer his wife receives. Bank accounts can be opened only by a head of household – the man. He must give his approval for his wife to get a credit card or a liquor license, required to legally consume alcohol. At cocktail hour, expatriate wives morbidly joke about having an emergency stash of cash at home in case their husbands suddenly die. In the U.A.E. (United Arab Emirates), a sponsor’s bank accounts are frozen while authorities conduct an inquest into the death, [3] ___.

The system can also lead to horrific abuses of female household staff, whose lives are dependent on their sponsors’ whims. Some women may find comfort in the sponsorship situation. I’m not one of them. Which is how I found myself in a bureaucratic and cultural thicket recently, when my husband and I were finalizing our move back to the U.A.E., where we had lived a decade earlier.

At that time, my husband and I had separate work visas, although we were married. But this created problems. For example, for us to share banking, the account had to be in his name. [4] ___ for him to get his family benefits; the company’s human resources team viewed him as a “bachelor” because I wasn’t linked to his visa.

This time around, we decided to do it differently. I wondered just what it would take to make me, the wife, the head of household. And it seemed logical to do that because I am the administrative person in the family – taking the lead, for instance, in the logistics of the move.

I knew I was in for a wild ride in this quest when the first immigration official I approached said I needed to go to the office that he described as handling wayward women. Advice gleaned from Dubai’s immigration authority hotline was similarly discouraging. Women can be considered heads of household only [5] ___. Exemptions are given only on a case-by-case basis.

Online, I found multiple websites dedicated to the issue of women sponsoring their husbands, many filled with anecdotes of failure and despair. Still, we were encouraged in our pursuit because of another of Dubai’s well-known quirks: The letter of the law is often ignored as a practical workaround for a city that bills itself as a vacation destination for Western tourists.

Sex outside marriage is illegal, but unmarried couples, gay and straight, hook up in hotels without anyone asking for a marriage license. Women and men fill tables at one of Dubai’s cultural mainstays, the all-you-can-drink Friday brunch. [6] ___ before serving you, or whether your husband approves.

So if we could find the right path through the maze of government bureaucrats, we thought we had a chance. The first step was for me to get my work visa and residency. That was easy. Aside from its traditional view of marriage, the U.A.E. has what is in many ways a remarkably liberal immigration policy that has transformed it in less than 50 years from an impoverished desert outpost into a leading energy producer and architectural marvel.

The Times has registered its office in Dubai in one of the city’s free zones, which allow multinational companies an easier legal framework to operate in. Within two weeks, and without much fuss, I was a legal resident. After a couple more days, I signed a real estate contract, opened a bank account and applied for my liquor license. That was when our hurdles began.

Immigration clerks wouldn’t even give me the documents for family sponsorship. The paperwork uses the word “husband”, not a neutral word like “spouse”. “You are clearly not a husband,” one of the clerks helpfully informed me. Another official directed me [7] ___ set up to handle humanitarian cases in Al Awir, a township in the desert on Dubai’s outer edges.

The out-of-the-way location revealed more cultural clues about how locals perceive women trying to paint outside the lines. Al Awir is known as the home to a prison and the place where foreign female convicts are scheduled for deportation. Or, as the first immigration official called them: wayward women.

This is the same office where single working mothers try to get approvals to sponsor a nanny because of another twist of immigration law. While foreign men with families can sponsor and employ household help, [8] ___. As an immigration official told me, “Why should a woman need a maid for herself?” Before driving into the desert, I consulted my Dubai grapevine of professional women and longtime residents about what they thought of the advice to visit that special office.

Their consensus was to ignore it. Instead, they said to go to the main immigration department in downtown Dubai. There, Emirati women are in charge of a separate department and, as working women themselves, are known to give a sympathetic ear. “If they see you in person, and they like you, they’ll help,” said a working mother, Simona Cherif. “That’s the way of the Arab world.”

The next morning, I put on a smart business suit and entered the “ladies’ section” of the immigration building. My petition to sponsor my husband turned into a lively back-and-forth, prompting a wry chuckle from the officer behind the desk.

Then, with a few clicks of her mouse, she granted my exemption. Now, with my newfound power as a sponsor, I get to decide how much money my husband can withdraw from the bank. I also can decide whether he can buy alcohol or take out a car loan.

I’ll try not to let it go to my head.

Task 2 – Speaking 
Talk about the topic below with your teacher. Take a few minutes to think about it first.

· How important is family? 
· How important are grandparents?
· Do children usually have any influence on family matters?

· What role does the family have in the children’s education and development?

· Who is more important in your life, family or friends? Why?

· How do you think family life will change in the future? 

Task 3 – Listening comprehension
Listen to the video clip on genealogy

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/features/6-minute-english/ep-170126
and summarise the presentation.

In your opinion, is it important to learn about your family history? Have you ever drawn a family tree? Why or why not? 
Task 4 – Writing
Choose one of the two titles and write an essay of about 220–250 words.
· CORPORAL PUNISHMENT SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN ABOLISHED

· IT TAKES TEAMWORK TO RAISE A CHILD PROPERLY
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